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CODE-ETHICS

that pablic enlightenment is the forerunner of justice and the foundation of democracy.

Ethical journalism strives to easure the free exchange of informaticn that 1s accurate. foir and tharoagh. An ethicol journalist octs with integrity.

The Sectety declaros these fous princtples as the foundation of ethical jo

alism and

their use Lo its practice by all people In all medic.

SEEK TRUTH AND REPORTIT
wmwummmww
be honest and in gathering, reporting and Interpreting
Information,

Joumalists should:

» Take responsibility for the accuracy of their work. Veridy information before
redeasing it. Use anginal sources whenever possible.

» Remamber thet neither speed nor format excuses inacouaey.

» Provide contast. Take special care not to misregresent o oversimplify i
promating, previewing o Summarizing a story.

» Gather, update and comect information throughout the Kfe of 2 news story.

» Ba cautious when making promisas, but keep the promises ey make.

» Identify sowces clearly. The public is entitted to &s much infomation a3 pes-
sitle 10 judgs the refiability and motivations of souscss.

» Consider sources” matives bafere promising ancnymity. Ressrve anomymity for
sousees who may face danger, retribution or other hanm, and have mformation
that cannot be obeained els=where. Explain why anonymity wes granted.

» Diligently seek sutyacts of news coverage 1o allow them 1o respond to criti-
cism or allegations of weongdong.

» Avoid undercover or other surreptisious methods of gathanng mformation
unless traditional, opan methods will not yield information vital 1o the public.

» Ba vigilant and courageous about holding those with power accountable.
Give voice 1 the voicelsss.

» Suppart the open end civil exchange of views, 2ven views they find repugnant.
» Recognize 3 special obligation to serve as watchdogs over public affairs and
govermment. Seek to enaure that the poblic’s business is conducted in the

open, and that public records are open 1o all

» Provide acoess 1o source matevial when it is relevant and apompriate.

» Eoldly tell the story of the diversity and megnitude of the human axperiance.
Sesk sources whose vaices we seldom hear

» Avoud stereotyping. Journalists should examing he ways their values and
expariences may shape their reparting.

» Labal advocacy and commentary.

» Newer deliberatady distort facts o context, ncluting visual information.
Claarly label illustrations and re-enactments.

» Never plagiarize. Always attribute.

MINIMIZE HARM

Ethicel journalism treats subjects, colleay

the public as human beings deserving of respect.

Joumalists shoald:

» Balance the public’s need for information against potential harm or discomfort.
Pursuit of the news is not  licensa for amogancs or undue intrusivenass.

and members of

» Show compassion for thosa who may be affectad by news coverage. Uss
heightened sensitivity when dealing with juvendes, victims of sex crimes,
and sources or subjects who are inexpenancad o unable to give consent.
Consider cattural differances in approach and treatmant.

» Recognize thet legal access to nformation differs from an ethical pstifica-
tion to publish or broadcast.

» Realie that privéte people have 2 greater nght % contral informetion zbout
themsetves then public figwes and others who seek power, influencs o
attention. Wesigh the consequences af publishing or broadeasting personal
information.

» Avwoid pandaring o kund curiosity, ven if others do.

» Balance a suspect’s nght fo 2 fair trial with the pubilic’s right to know. Consider
the implications of isntifying ciminal suspects before they face legal changes.,

» Consider the long-erm implications of the axtended reach and pemmanence of
publication. Provide updatad and more complets information as appropaate.

ACTINDEPENDENTLY

The highest and primary obligation of ethical jounalism is to serve

the public.

Joarnalists shoald:

» Auoid condlicts of interest, real or penceived. Disclose unavnidable conficts.

» Refusa gifts, favors, fees, frae travel and special treatment, and avaid polit-
cal and other cutside activities that may compromise mtegrity o impertiality,
or may damage credibility.

» Be wary of sources offering information for favors or money; do not pey for
acress to news. ldentify content provided by cutside sources, whether paid
or not.

» Dany favored treatment 10 edvertisers, conOes or Gny oMer special interests,
and resist imemnal and extamel pressuse 1 influence coverage.

» Distinguish news from advertising and shun hybrids that blur the fmes
batween the two. Prominzntly |abel sponsored content.

BE ACCOUNTABLE AND TRANSPARENT

Mmhmmuhngmpudbﬂnyhmlvdmd
ing one's decislons to the public.

Journalists should:

» Explain sthical choices and processes to audiences. Encourage & civil
dialogue with the public about joumalistic pracoces, coverage and news
contEnt.

» Aespond guickly 10 questions about acouracy, clanty and fasmess.

» Acknowdedge mistakes and comect them promotly and prominently. Explain
corrections and clanifications carefully and clearky.

» Expase unethical conduct in joemalism, including wathin their amenations.

» Abide by the same high standards they expect of others.

r

The SP. Code of Ethicsis 2 statement of shiding principles sapporied by additional axplanstions and position papers {at spj org) e alpob disiagiey bbrgsbstieyinsikG.
It s nat a se1 of refes rather a guide that escaurages all who engage i jowrnalesm te take respansihilmy for the information ey pronde, regargiess of medium The code shauld
be read 23 a whole; individual pnaciples should not be taken out of context. It is nat. noc cas it be under the First Ameadment, legally enforceable.
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